The offseason conditioning sessions have given way to the pop of pads and helmets.  Football is just around the corner. Your Defending 26-5A Champion Reagan Rattlers are about to kick off the 2009 football season… fresh off of the program’s third consecutive run to the Regional IV Finals at that.  Head Coach David Wetzel, now entering his 6th season at Reagan with an overall Rattler record of 40-22 and 9-3 in the playoffs, was gracious enough to answer several questions for this “preseason preview”… only seen on Rattlersports.com! 
Q:  Coach, Dave Campbell’s Texas Football picked Reagan to miss the playoffs last season (after 2 straight trips to the Regional Finals).  The 2008 Rattlers responded by winning one of the toughest football districts in Texas and rolling on to a 3rd straight Regional Final.  This year, DCTF picks Reagan 7th in 26-5A.  Has that served as “bulletin board material” this summer?  Has the success of the past several seasons, as well as former players playing college ball, fostered a sense of excitement among the younger players… that there’s a legacy to live up to and build upon?  How was the hunger and the work ethic this summer?
Coach Wetzel: There is no doubt that we have high expectations for our football teams at Reagan High School.  We have had some really good teams and players over the past few years.  Success always brings the expectation of more success and I do believe that our players feel that there is a legacy to build upon.  Not being picked very high in the pre-season polls can certainly provide motivation to prove the prognosticators wrong!   The summer workouts were good…not the best we have had, but very good.
Q:  Over the past few years, several of your former assistant coaches at Reagan became head coaches elsewhere, which of course reflects very well on you and the Reagan program.  This offseason is the first that I can recall that you’ve been able to maintain the same coaching staff… which did an outstanding job in 2008… as well as adding Coach Salinas.  Has this continuity made it easier to prepare for the 2009 season?
Coach Wetzel: I am so proud of the coaching staff at Reagan High School.  These guys do a great job of preparing our players to play the game.  We have had several former coaches move on to become head coaches…and we are proud of them and wish them well.  This coaching staff works very well together! I enjoy being around them and am glad that they give me so much help and support.  Coach Cade King, who has been on my staff since I came to Reagan, will be teaching history and assistant coaching for Golf only this year.  Coach King has been such a great asset to all of us as players and coaches.  We are glad he is still going to be around.
Q: The 2008 Rattler defensive front seven was the fastest that I’ve seen at Reagan… and wasn’t just that they were fast, they read things correctly and were fast taking proper angles to the right spot… and putting ball-carriers on the ground.  Only Sr Brad Hall returns as a starter on this front seven… and he is moving from line to linebacker.  Who do you see stepping up at D-line and LB in 2009, and what do you think will be their strengths?  Is there a different approach that Coaches Matt, Baskin, MacLeay, and Burdick take when there is such a lack of experience?
Coach Wetzel: We did graduate some fine defensive players from the 2008 team.  Brad Hall will be counted on for leadership wherever he lines up.  He can play linebacker or on the defensive line.  Our coaches have worked with several players (even some playing multiple positions) to fill in the holes for the 2009 team.  (Jr) Rick Fallin, (Sr) Nic Sankovich, (Sr) Jay Sullivan, (Sr) Drew Goswick, (Sr) Matt Rodriguez, and sophomore Zach Hilsberg have all been working with the defensive line.  Brad Hall, (Sr) Max Magruder, Del Rio transfer (Sr) Ruben Garza, and (Jr) Brian Dimler have been working at inside linebacker.  (Jr) Taylor Small, (Jr) Josh Cantwell, and Sophomore Shane Ax and have been getting heavy reps at outside linebacker.  We will have several new players on the field.  These guys will have to grow up quickly.
Q: Coach Douglass’ 2009 secondary features a pair of returning starters in Jr corner Moses Bell and Sr safety Kyle Davis.  Are they taking a leadership role on this defense, and who else do you see in the mix at corner and safety in 2009?
Coach Wetzel: It is always a plus to have players returning in the secondary.  Kyle Davis and Moses Bell made a bunch of big plays last year.  We are counting on both of them to provide leadership to the new players on defense.  (Sr) Jurrell Henry and (Jr) Mike Anthony have been working at corner.  (Sr) Cole Curtis and (Sr) JJ Rudd have been working at Safety.
Q: With a relatively inexperienced defense and a starting QB who hasn’t taken a varsity snap at Reagan… it would seem that an experienced and talented offensive line would put you in better position to run the football with authority, if you wanted to shorten the game, rest the defense, and perhaps allow our new QB a chance to grow into the position (much like Derrick Walls did his sophomore year).  What does it mean to your team to have tackles like Sr Chad Rocheleau and Sr Armani Brumfield-Taylor and guard like Jr Hunter Nealy to build around?  Who else does Coach Thomasson have up front in the interior line and at tight end to do the dirty work?  
Coach Wetzel: We are excited about our offensive line.  We just really need to develop some depth with that group.  We will be playing with a brand new QB.  The o-line will be counted on to ease the lack of experience.  Besides Rocheleau, Nealy, and Brumfield…Juniors Grant Hill (RG), Cody Moon (Center), and Brandon Reasor (backup at both tackles) will be counted on to solidify the most important part of football…the line of scrimmage.  Because of his intelligence and great work ethic, Senior Defensive lineman Jay Sullivan can play offensive line if the need arises.  Soph Drew Kerstetter is taking reps with first team at tight-end.
Q: The 2008 Rattlers had a “committee” of young running backs and they are all coming back.  Sr Kyle Davis, Jr Diego Flores, and Jr Taylor Small combined for 1,158 yds and 12 TDs on 4.7 yards per carry… almost evenly distributed.  How is the running back picture shaking out this season, and will we see a fullback occasionally?  

Coach Wetzel: We actually have four players (probably more) that could play tailback for us.  Davis, Flores, and Small all did an outstanding job for us last year. Senior transfer (Sr) Jarrett Jackson will also be in the mix at this position.  We have been working some fullback sets and plays.  (Jr) Rodney Washington and (Jr) Will Avila (as well as defensive player Brad Hall) could all give us good reps at fullback if necessary.
Q: Last season, Coach David Winbush came on to the staff and took over an offense that had graduated Marcus Wright and all but one starting offensive lineman, and featured an experienced QB that had the (undeserved) rap of being “only a runner”… and helped QB Derrick Walls blossom into a legitimate dual threat (1,230 yds and 18 TDs rushing / 1,782 yds and 14 TDs passing).  In 2009, the situation is somewhat reversed as we return quite a bit of experience on the O-line and at RB while the QB and his backups will be brand new.  Who will be the signal-caller in 2009, and how do you balance the priorities of protecting the football and play-making for this new QB?
Coach Wetzel: Sophomore Trevor Knight will go into the first ball game as the starter at QB.  Trevor did some great things during spring training and really took some steps forward during this summer’s 7on7 games.  He is young and will need the guys around him to help him make plays.  Getting him used to the pace of the game will be a big key in the early ball games.  We must protect the football and he must be able to get it into the hands of the guys that can make some big plays.
Q: Coach Chans Chapman’s 2009 receiver corps includes the 2008 leader in terms of receptions (46) and TD catches (6) as well as 529 yards receiving in Sr Jordan Mengele.  The “size of the fight in the dog” is quite big in Jordan.  What does he bring to the 2009 offense? Who else is stepping to the fore at the receiver positions?

Coach Wetzel:  Jordan is an exciting player.  We look for him to have a big season.  He may also take some snaps at QB when certain situations arise.  Senior Matt Grubb and sophs Austin Hays and Connor Knight will see quite a bit of action at the wideout spots. Diego Flores has also been taking some reps as an inside receiver when he is not lined up at running back.
Q: I understand that a sophomore has made quite an impression at placekicker.  Will Brad Hall continue to punt along with his defensive duties?  How does the very small number of seniors on the 2009 Rattlers (due to the split with Johnson) impact our special teams?  Does this open up more opportunities for underclassmen?
Coach Wetzel: Jake Wilcox (soph) is doing a fine job at kicker.  We have a senior soccer player—Mike Hursh—who joined us late in the spring and has provided some competition at the kicker spot.  We need our kickers to produce at a high level this season.  Brad Hall will continue to punt and Justin Ortega will continue to deep snap.  Justin may be one of the best at this position that we have ever coached.  Josh Garza (backup QB) will hold for place kicks.  And we do have a small senior class, which puts us in a different place than we’ve ever been.  It does impact our depth on both sides of the ball and especially our special teams.  But there are some positives.  Now that Reagan is no longer capped, move-ins like seniors Zach Chapman (QB), Jarrett Jackson (RB) and Ruben Garza (LB) can enroll in Reagan and contribute to our team.  As always, we are going to come out swinging with everything we’ve got and let the chips fall where they may.
Thanks again to Coach Wetzel for taking the time for this “interview”.  
Your Reagan Rattlers had their first scrimmage on Friday, Aug 21 vs. Clark at Farris… and (as usual) turned up the intensity and the results when the scoreboard clock came on.  The season starts with a bonafide road trip to Katy Cinco Ranch on Friday Aug 28, 7:00pm at Jack Rhodes Stadium.  Your Rattlers have their home opener at brand-new Heroes Stadium on Friday Sep 4, 7:30pm vs. district 28-5A power Warren in a rematch of last year’s regular season OT thriller and Area round playoff game.  No green, no guts, no glory!!  Strike ‘em, Rattlers!!
(article written for Rattlersports.com by Adam Hartman)
